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UNECE and Vehicle Regulations



The Agenda 2030 and Road Safety
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

3.6. By 2020, halve the number of global 
deaths and injuries from road traffic accidents.

11.2. By 2030, provide access to safe, 
affordable, accessible and sustainable 
transport systems for all, improving road 
safety, notably by expanding public transport, 
with special attention to the needs of those in 
vulnerable situations, women, children, 
persons with disabilities and older persons.

Two targets are directly relevant for road safety



UN and Road Safety



The World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle 
Regulations (WP.29) 

• UNECE Sustainable Transport Division: secretariat to WP.29 for more than 60 years

• WP.29 is: 

• the unique worldwide regulatory forum for the automotive sector

• administrating three Multilateral UN Agreements

Certification regulations

1958 Agreement – Type Approval Regulations with mutual recognition 
of the type approvals

1998 Agreement – Global Technical Regulations

In Use PTI regulations

1997 Agreement –Periodical Technical Inspections of Wheeled Vehicles 
and the Reciprocal Recognition of Such Inspection



What is WP.29 doing?

Passive safetyEmissions of pollutants and CO2

Noise and tyres Automated/autonomous
and connected vehicles

Lighting and light signalling

General safety



• Agreements open to all Nations of the UN

• Participation open to States, Governmental 

Organizations (GOs)  and NGOs, but 

Decisions are taken by 

Governments (of CPs)

WP.29 is worldwide, unique and transparent

No other worldwide organization covers this area
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Why does it matter?
Why vehicle regulations?

Several versions of a given model, because:
• Left Hand Drive 
• Right Hand Drive
• The US/Canada version
• The Rest of the World (e.g. for countries with low fuel quality)… Global NCAP

Global NCAPUNECE



Principal Elements of the 1958 Agreement

The 1958 Agreement provides:

Eligible Contracting Parties to the 1958 Agreement:

Members of UN

Legal framework for the adoption of 

uniform UN Regulations on vehicle approval 
(performance and test requirements, conformity of production and administrative provisions)

Reciprocal recognition of Type Approval 

Approved once and accepted everywhere(CPs)



Principal Elements of the 1958 Agreement

• All vehicle parts and systems approved according to UN Regulations under the 1958

Agreement bear the unique   E   -marking

E stands for Excellence Effective Economic Efficient… 

• The Type-Approval with an approval number and the approval date + test reports



Principal Elements of the 1958 Agreement

• 1958 Agreement provides the legal framework for the establishment 
and amendment of harmonized technical United Nations Regulations for 
wheeled vehicle, equipments and parts, 

• Conditions for reciprocal recognition of approvals granted on basis of 
these UN Regulations. 

• Construction of Safer and more Environmentally friendly vehicles

• Today 145 UN Regulations annexed to the 1958 Agreement

• 55 Contracting Parties



Principal Elements of the 1958 Agreement
• Better road safety and lower pollutant emissions

• Mutual recognition of type approvals under UN Regulations

• Elimination of technical barriers to trade

• Facilitation in elaboration of national vehicle regulations by applying UN 
Regulations

• Flexibility in application of UN Regulations (Country selects which UN 
Regulation and notifies)

• Keep pace with technological development (both administration, 
technical services but also national industry)

• Protect country and citizen from sub-standard vehicles by mandatory
applying UN Regulations



Main Provisions of the 1958 Agreement
• Legal framework to establish UN Regulations and amendments to existing 

ones for wheeled vehicles, equipment and parts which can be fitted and/or be 
used on wheeled vehicles;

• New UN Regulations and amendments to existing UN Regulations are 
established by a vote of four-fifths majority of contracting parties;

• Contracting parties can decide not to apply the new UN Regulations and the 
amendments to existing ones;

• Contracting party that applyes any UN Regulation is allowed to grant type 
approvals and is required to accept type approvals granted by any other 
contracting party applying it;

• Contracting parties granting type approvals are required to have the technical 
competence to ensure the performance of the tests and the competence to 
ensure conformity of production



Main Provisions of the 1958 Agreement
• 8 Schedules of Administrative and Procedural Provisions:

• Schedule 1: Conformity of production procedures

• Schedule 2:
• Part one: Assessment, designation and notification of technical services

• Part two: Standards which the technical services shall comply with

• Part three: Procedure for the assessment of technical services

• Schedule 3: Procedures for UN type approvals

• Schedule 4: Numbering of UN type approvals

• Schedule 5: Circulation of approval documentation (DETA and Unique Identifyer
UI)

• Schedule 6: Procedures for resolving interpretation issues 

• Schedule 7: Procedure for exemption approvals concerning new technologies

• Schedule 8: General conditions for virtual testing methods



Main Provisions of UN Regulations 
• The UN Regulations annexed to the 1958 Agreement shall include:

(a) Technical performance based requirements;

(b) Test methods by which performance requirements are verified;

(c) The conditions for granting type approvals;

(d) The conditions for the reciprocal recognition of the type approvals;

(e) Provisions for the marking of vehicles, their equipment and parts to 
identify and verify the vehicles to be registered;

(f) The conditions for ensuring the conformity of production (COP);

(g) Conditions for in service conformity;

(h) Conditions for recyclability of vehicles.



Useful Information

• WP.29 Website

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.html

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.html


Useful Information
• Explanation of UN Regulation front page



Useful Information
1958 Agreement Status Document ECE/TRANS/WP.29/343/Rev.XX

• Information on application of UN Regulations by Contracting Parties

• Information on notified Type Approval Authorities per Country and UN 
Regulation

• Information on designated Technical Services per Country and UN 
Regulation

https://apps.unece.org/WP29_application/

• List of status of official documents and entry into force of UN Regulations
and their amendments. 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/main/wp29/wp29regs/201
8/ECE-TRANS-WP.29-343-Rev.26-June.pdf

https://apps.unece.org/WP29_application/
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/main/wp29/wp29regs/2018/ECE-TRANS-WP.29-343-Rev.26-June.pdf


Latest Developments in Vehicle Regulations

WP.29 is a regulatory forum in which technical performance requirements applicable 
to ADAS and automated vehicles are defined :

WP.29 committed to continue improving the safety and environmental performance 
of vehicles:

• Blind Spot Monitoring

• Safety of Electric Vehicles

• WLTP…

• Simplification of Lightning Regulations

• Cyber security and OTA SW updates

• Automatic Emergency Call System..



The most important UN Vehicle
Regulations to make a change to road safety



Leaflets and Publications

• Child restraint systems

• Motorcycle helmets



THANK YOU
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UNECE Sustainable Transport Division

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.html

Walter.nissler@un.org

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/welcwp29.html

